
 

 

     

 

Introduction and background 

This statistical release form Ofsted provides information about schools’ most recent inspections and 
outcomes as at 31 December 2019; provisional data for inspections completed between 1 September and 
31 December 2019; and revised data for inspections completed between 1 September 2018 and 31 August 
2019. From September 2019, inspections were carried out under the new education inspection framework 
which places more emphasis on assessing whether a school has a well-designed and ambitious 
curriculum, and whether it has the same high expectations of all pupils.  

 

Key points 
 
 Schools at their most recent inspection  
 

• Eighty-six per cent of all schools have been judged good or 
outstanding at their most recent inspection. This is the 
same number as in August 2018. However, the percentage 
of schools judged outstanding at their most recent 
inspection has declined from 21 per cent to 19 per cent 
while the percentage of schools judged good has 
increased from 65 per cent to 67 per cent. 

• More primary schools have been judged good or 
outstanding at their most recent inspection than secondary 
schools (88% vs 76%).  

• Additionally, 98% of nursery schools, (no change from last 
year), 91% of special schools, (compared with 92% last 
year), and 84% of pupil referral units (PRUs), (compared 
with 83% last year) are good or outstanding at their most 
recent inspection. 

 
Inspections between 1 September 2019 and 31 December 
2019 
 

• To date in this academic year, Ofsted has carried out 853 
full inspections, including section 8 inspections of good and 
non-exempt outstanding schools and monitoring visits that 
became a full inspection. A section 8 inspection is a short 
inspection, usually lasting 2 days. 

• Of these, 773 were inspections of good and non-exempt 
outstanding schools which did not convert to a full 
inspection.  

• So far this year, 77 per cent of schools have been judged 
good or outstanding for overall effectiveness, a slight 
decrease from 80 per cent last year. The percentage 
judged good has decreased by a 1 percentage point from 
73 to 72 per cent since last year, and the percentage 
judged outstanding has decreased by 3 percentage points 
from 8 to 5 per cent. 

• So far this year, 19 per cent of schools have been judged 
as requires improvement, compared to 15 per cent last 
year. The percentage of schools judged as inadequate has 
decreased slightly from 4 to 3 per cent.  

 
 
 
 

Schools previously judged as outstanding, good and 
requires improvement 
 

• Since 1 September 2019, Ofsted has inspected 152 
previously outstanding primary and secondary schools that 
are exempt from routine inspection, compared with 392 
exempt schools that were inspected last year. 

• The percentage of exempt schools that have remained 
outstanding this year has increased to 34 per cent, 
compared with 16 per cent last year. This may be partly 
due to changes in the way exempt schools are selected for 
inspection, including the fact that Ofsted now considers the 
length of time since last the inspection. 

• Ofsted has carried out 1,036 section 5 and section 8 
inspections of previously good schools this year. Of these, 
84 per cent remained good, 2 per cent became 
outstanding, 12 per cent now require improvement and 2 
per cent became inadequate. 

• Of these good schools, 304 had a planned section 5 
inspection and 728 had a section 8 inspection, of which 
just 7 converted to a full inspection. A further 4 schools had 
a ‘no formal designation’ visit, e.g. to investigate a 
complaint, and this then became a full inspection. 

• Of the 304 planned full inspections of good schools, 72 
were inspected because a previous short inspection had 
indicated that the school may decline at its next full 
inspection. Of these, 60 per cent declined to requires 
improvement or inadequate. A further 68 full inspections 
were because a previous short inspection had indicated 
that the school might improve at a full inspection. Of these, 
34 per cent improved to outstanding. The remaining 164 
schools had full inspections because of concerns identified 
through risk assessment or because the school had 
undergone significant change. Of these, 54 per cent 
declined to requires improvement or inadequate. 

• Of the 721 section 8 inspections of good schools that did 
not convert, 78 per cent confirmed that the school remains 
good and did not require further inspection, similar to 77 
per cent last year. A further 32 confirmed the school 
remains good but indicated it might improve at a full 
inspection. These schools will have a full inspection next, 
usually within 1 to 2 years. Another 124 also confirmed the 
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school remains good but indicated it might decline at a full 
inspection. These schools will also have a full inspection 
next, within 1 to 2 years. 

• There have been 329 full inspections this year of schools 
that were previously judged to require improvement. This 
year, 56 per cent of these schools improved from requires 
improvement to good, compared with 64 per cent last year. 
A further 38 per cent remained requires improvement, an 
increase from 27 per cent last year. Six per cent declined 
to inadequate, compared to 9 per cent last year. 

 
Relationship between overall effectiveness and other 
judgements  
 

• When Ofsted carries out a full inspection, it makes a 
judgement about the overall effectiveness of a school. 
Since September 2019, under the new framework, it has 
made judgements about the quality of education, behaviour 
and attitudes, personal development and the effectiveness 
of leadership and management. 

• Judgements for overall effectiveness and quality of 
education this academic year have been identical.  

• Judgements for behaviour and attitudes and for personal 
development are considerably more positive than 
judgements for overall effectiveness. Twelve per cent of 
schools have been judged outstanding for behaviour and 
attitudes, and 14 per cent have been judged outstanding 
for personal development. This compares to just 4 per cent 
of schools with outstanding judgements for overall 
effectiveness. 

• Ofsted makes separate judgements about early years 
provision and sixth form provision within a school. Under 
the current framework, the percentage judged good or 
outstanding for early years provision is 77 per cent, 
compared with 59 per cent for the overall effectiveness of 
all schools inspected that have early years provision. The 
percentage judged good or outstanding for sixth form 
provision is 76 per cent compared with 50% for the overall 
effectiveness of all schools inspected that have sixth-form 
provision.  

 
Inspection outcomes by level of deprivation  
 

• There is a no difference between the percentage of 
schools that were judged outstanding in the most deprived 
and the least deprived groups of schools (3% in the most 
deprived and 3% in the least deprived). However, there is a 
difference of 18 percentage points between the schools 
that were judged good in the most deprived group 
compared with the least deprived group: 66 per cent 
compared with 84 per cent. 

• There is a considerable difference between the number of 
schools judged as requires improvement in the least 
deprived group (11%) and the most deprived group (27%). 

• The numbers of schools judged inadequate are small for all 
groups of schools, and there is no clear link to level of 
deprivation.  

 
Revisions since previous release 
 

• The revised data in this report includes an additional 19 full 
inspections that had not been published by 30 September 
2019 but were published by 31 January 2020. These 
inspections resulted in no additional requires improvement 
or outstanding grades. However, 18 of the 19 inspections 
resulted in an inadequate judgement.  
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