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What’s the idea? 
Young people across the country 
take part in activities that ‘make a 
positive difference to others or the 
environment’ (Angus, 2019); this is 
youth social action.

Opportunities to participate in 
youth social action are frequently 
talk-rich. Whether collaborating 
with others or pitching their ideas, 
students are developing their 
oracy skills and relying on pre-
existing competencies. Arthur et al. 
(2015) found that confidence and 
communication were in the top 
three ‘virtues’ developed through 
social action. 

What does it mean?

The connection between oracy and 
social action is important because 
of the relationship with economic 
disadvantage. Students from less 
affluent backgrounds are less likely 

to meet expected levels of 
communication than their more 
affluent peers (Read, 2016; 
Moss and Washbrook, 2016), 
and are less likely to take part 
in youth social action (Knibbs 
et al., 2019).

High-quality oracy education 
has been shown to improve 
access to social action 
opportunities for students. This 
involves deliberate instruction 
from teaching staff, which has 
benefits for students socially, 
emtionally and academically.

What are the 
implications for 
teachers?

Oracy should not be seen as a 
‘stand-alone’ activity. It should 
be integrated with the wider 
school vision and pedagogical 
approach. Teachers should be 
able to use oracy education, 
as they would other tools, to 

meet the individual needs of 
students, and to deliver a broad 
and balanced curriculum. 

As well as providing opportunities 
for students to perform, speak 
publicly and get involved in the 
local community, building oracy 
competence and confidence 
should be built into curricular 
teaching and learning. 

This requires an inclusive and 
individualised approach to 
meeting every child’s needs, and 
ensuring students feel enabled 
and empowered to take part 
in activities, and to convey 
information and communicate 
ideas.

Practitioners interested in 
youth social action may wish 
to further explore the role that 
oracy plays in ensuring that all 
young people are able to access 
these opportunities, and have the 
competence and confidence to 
thrive. 
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